Introduction
The genus Araucaria comprises several magnificent evergreen forest tree species, including Araucaria (Bonga, 1981; Gupta, 1987) .
The present studies also show that season and prechilling of explants effect subsequent response in culture. Thiourea seems to promote axillary branches and shoot growth, as observed by Maene and Debergh (1987) .
Araucaria is a hard-to-root material in culture, and limited success in rooting has been reported only for one species viz., A. cunningharnii (Haines and de Fossard, 1977; Burrows, 1983) . Nevertheless, the production of shoot growth and axillary branches obtained in culture in the present study is an important step in micropropagation. Attempts to induce in vitro rooting are in progress.
